
 

 

 

Legislation Committee 

April 11, 2008 

Minutes 

 

Chair Rubin called the committee to order at 11:42 a.m. Members attending: Azumbrado, 

Chu, Giacopini, Haggerty, Halsted, Lempert, Spering, Worth, and Yeager. Also attending: 

Commissioner Bates. 

 

Minutes 
Minutes of the March 14, 2008 meeting were approved following a motion by Commissioner 

Halsted that was seconded by Commissioner Giacopini. 

 

Legislative History 

 Ellen Griffin noted the election of Jackie Speier on April 8
th
 in the 12

th
 congressional 

district that was represented by Tom Lantos until his death in February. Commissioner Lempert 

commented that MTC honored Jackie Speier with its legislator of the year award (2004). 

 Ms. Griffin highlighted bills of particular interest to the committee in the April 2, 2008 

edition of the Legislative History. 

 In response to Commissioner Spering asking about a revenue stream for ABAG to 

perform its work in the region, Steve Heminger cited Assemblymember DeSaulnier’s bill 

to create the California Blueprint Implementation Commission (AB 2870). 

 On the subject of SB 1093, Chair Rubin asked to be provided a roster of the Water 

Emergency Transportation Authority board members. 

 

Legislative Visits 

Reminding the committee about May 7 in Sacramento, the day to meet with the Assembly 

Bay Area Caucus, as well as Bay Area Senators and the Transportation Committee Chairs 

in both legislative houses, Ms. Griffin encouraged Legislation Committee members to 

attend. 

 

State Legislation 

ACA 10 (Feuer) seeks voter approval to amend the California Constitution to lower the voter 

approval threshold for cities and counties to pay for bonded debt from a two-thirds 

supermajority to 55 percent. Moved by Commissioner Worth and seconded by Commissioner 

Chu, ACA 10 was unanimously referred to Commission with a position of “support and seek 

an amendment” to add language to apply its provisions to special transportation programs 

funded with local sales tax measures, not merely capital projects built with bond proceeds. 

 

SB 2870 (DeSaulnier) creates the California Blueprint Implementation Commission to assist 

in the state’s land use planning processes. It was moved by Commissioner Spering and 

seconded by Commissioner Halsted to refer to Commission a position on SB 2870 of 

“support and seek an amendment” for the Blueprint Commission’s Bay Area member to be a 

person who serves both on MTC and ABAG. The motion passed unanimously. 
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Tom Bulger’s Report 

Mr. Bulger’s report was received by the committee. Chair Rubin anticipated discussing in 

May the subject of the next federal reauthorization. 

 

Other Business/Public Comment/Adjourn 

Under public comment, Rich Hedges stated his intent to nominate the late Tom Lantos for 

MTC’s John F. Foran Legislative Award. The committee’s next meeting was scheduled for 

May 9, 2008. The meeting was adjourned at 11:56 a.m. 
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